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A comparative Study of the Geometry of the Central Courtyard in the
Architecture of Vernacular Houses in Shiraz

Lida Hosseinzadeh?

Abstract

The historical architecture of Iran is one of the prominent examples of vernacular architecture in the
world. The central courtyard, which represents an ancient pattern in the construction of Iranian houses,
has been used significantly in different cities of Iran, and its frequent use has contributed to the
country's vernacular architectural features. Shiraz is one of the historical cities of Iran, where the
historical context with valuable architectural works from the Zand and Qajar periods have been left.
The Qavam al-Mulks, Mushir al-Mulks, Il Begis, and nobles such as Nasir al-Mulks families are
considered to be one of the influential families of Shiraz in the Qajar and contemporary eras, whose
works such as the houses of Forough al-Mulk, Nasir al-Mulk, Zinat al-Mulk, are among the valuable
buildings of this family. In this research, two-hundred-year-old vernacular houses located in historic
neighborhoods in Shiraz city have been studied, in which the geometry of the yard has played a
significant role in creating spatial order. This research aims to investigate the central courtyard's
proportions, geometry, and components and their use in semi-hot and dry areas such as Shiraz. The
nature of the present research is qualitative. It has been carried out by a combined research method,
including descriptive-analytical, which has been carried out using methods and data collection in the
form of field sampling, observations, library studies, and comparative comparison. According to the
research topic, the obtained data has been analyzed, and the results of the analysis are expressed in the
form of components for the architecture of the yard in contemporary houses.
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